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   What a surprise and what an honor!                                                                                   

I feel very humble that the Pinellas Early Childhood Association felt me worthy enough 

to give me two awards this year. The first award, the Pinellas ECA award that honors 

people who have made worthy contributions to our children in Pinellas County was    

bestowed on me at the Caregivers Celebration in May. To be among such wonderful  

people as Sandy Crawford and Jenifer McKee to name a few makes me thankful for the 

group of people who think I have contributed as much. The second award, Outstanding 

Member for Pinellas ECA was bestowed on me at the Florida Association for the       

Education of Young Childrenõs membership luncheon in September. I did not expect it 

and was totally surprised when they called my name. I thank all of you for thinking I       

deserve such an honor for doing what I enjoy the most. Trying to make the child care     

industry the best for children is my passion. I truly believe that what you all do for the 

children in Pinellas County is by far the most important job in the world. You can 

change a childõs life making things better for them and having them enjoy the             

experiences they have in your care. I am just a small part of the process trying to train 

teachers to know what is best for children and to do what is right as  

directors and owners so that our children will love school and       

learning.                                               

Bless each one of you as you work with the children in our county.  

Barbara Backus 
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Congratulations Barbara Backus 

The awards you have received sums it all up 

We Thank You 

Pinellas ECA 
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Join the Pinellas Early Childhood Association by 

Emailing ~  krakue3@yahoo.com  

Or 

 visit  our Website at  ~ 

http://www.pinellaseca.org/joinus.html 

2009 Curriculum Fair  

Thank you for participating in the 2009 Curriculum Fair.                                                      

We had over 130 attendees and many tables.                                                                         

Our participants were able to have a variety of hands on activities, and a fantastic tour of 

the Temple BõNai Israel Early Childhood Center. We were able to shop with vendors and 

learn more about children. We were  UnòFROGóettably  entertained by Maryann Harman.                                         

It was a great night that was full of excitement.                                                                     

Pinellas ECA was able to take a van load full of household items, clothes and school        

supplies to CASA -Community Action Stops Abuse.  It was a great end to an incredible 

night.  If you missed it this year, make sure you come to our next event, the 2009 Tour of 

Centers, on Saturday, November 14, 2009.                                                                                      

You can register and pay at www.pinellaseca.org . 

On behalf of the Pinellas Early Childhood Association, we want to thank all of you that 

attended the Curriculum Fair and donated various items to CASA.                                  

CASA stands for Community Action Stops Abuse.                                                                                     

CASA's vision is a community without violence so that home is a safe place.                   

The items donated such as household essentials, clothes for job interviewing, children's 

school supplies, toiletries, and various other necessities will help families get back on 

their feet. Their staff was truly grateful for everything.    

 

The next time you find yourself with unwanted and slightly used items that could benefit 

a family in need, please consider donating to CASA.                                                    

"CASA's Mission: to raise our voices against violence through advocacy,                                   

empowerment, and social change."                                                                                                                     

If you want to donate to CASA, you can contact them at 727 -895-4912 or learn more on 

their website www.casa -stpete.org.   

 

 

With much appreciation,  

Mandee Flores  

DeLora Jackson  

Sunshine Co-Chairs  

http://www.pinellaseca.org/
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ACCREDITATION NEWS  

Each affiliate of N.A.E.Y.C. is entitled to 1 free copy of the Self Study Kit  form N.A.E.Y.C. I 

have received Pinellas ECAõs copy and want you to know that if you have questions about 

accreditation and if it is possible please, e -mail me at vickic@northwoodpc.org  and I will 

find the answer for you. If you would like to come and see my school and discuss               

accreditation, I would love to help (thatõs how I did it). I want to also inform you of the 

teacher requirement criteria for N.A.E.Y.C.. If you have a CDAE from PTEC you have an 

equivalent of 9 semester hours from SPC. In order to meet N.A.E.Y.C.õs requirement for the 

minimum standard you will need 1 more class from SPC in Early Childhood and that will 

give you 12 semester hours which N.A.E.Y.C. honors as a CDA credential. There are     

scholarships available for this purpose and you can contact the Early Learning Coalition to 

find out about them. Donõt let the standards get in your way...  you can do this.              

Again contact me if you have any questions.                                                                                  

Vicki Conolly                                                                                                                              

Director Kidõs Corner Pre-school                                                                                                      

Accreditation Chair for PECA  

This is a SPECIAL shout out to our  

returning vendors  

American Fund Raising  

CC Circle Time  

Computer Tots  

We thank you for being supportive of 

our functions.  

Your dedication is APPRECIATED!  

Sincerely,  

Pinellas ECA  

mailto:vickic@northwoodpc.org



