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Fabulous Fall %%77,\5

VPK News

Shortly we will begin another fun-filled year of Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK). As a representative of the
Department of Education (DOE) | am excited to tell you all about the wonderful supports that are now available to
you as a VPK instructor. Great resources can be yours with just a click of a button. Go to
www.fldoe.org/earlylearning and let the adventures begin. The first area that you will want to check out is the

section on AProfessional Developmentd. There you wil/l fi
online and face to face, that are available. There is also a listing of VPK toolkits that are full of information, ideas
and additional resources that you can use in your <c¢l as:

There you will find at least one lesson for every single VPK Education Standard.
So if you need ideas for your classrooms, be sure to check this out. It is amazing.

Another website that you will want to explore is www.brightbeginningsfl.org. There you will find all of the
Standards from VPK to grade 3, resources for instruction and a section for information that can be used with
families. Take your time as you go through this site and be sure to share your feedback with us. We want this site
to be fiuser friendlyodo and there are |l ots of high quality
construction right now and wil!/ be available soon. I can
what | can say is WOW! It will be a great tool for you to use in your program. So... stay tuned.

Remember that if you wish to enroll for DOE training, either online or instructor-led, be sure to go to
www.myflorida.com/childcare. There you will be able to view available trainings and register!

| wish you a wonderful school year and if | can assist you in anyway with VPK,
feel free to contact me at 727-549-6516 or drop me an email at mgoodrich@elcpinellas.org.

Mary Ann Goodrich

DOE Regional VPK Facilitator: West Central Region

" A man sees in the world v@at he carries in his heart." Johann Wolfgang Von Goethe
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Public Policy Update

Jenifer McKee

On Wednesday July 15, Representative George Miller (D-7th CA), Chairman of the House
Education and Labor Committee, introduced the Student Aid and Fiscal Responsibility Act of
2009 (H.R. 3221). Title IV of this Act authorizes the Early Learning Challenge Fund, a new
federal funding stream to promote State early care and education systems for children birth to
five. On Wednesday, July 22™ the U.S. House committee passed the legislation and might bring
it to the floor for discussion before the Congressional August recess. The Senate should address
the bill when they get back in early September.

The new Early Learning Challenge Fund would support funding (total of $10 billion over 10
years in competitive grants) to challenge states to build a comprehensive, high quality early
learning system for children birth to age 5 that includes:

e Early learning standards reform

e Evidence-based program quality standards

e Enhanced program review and monitoring of program quality

e Comprehensive professional development

e Coordinated system for facilitating screenings for disability, health, and mental health needs

e Improved support to parents

e Process for assessing childrends school readin
e Using data to improve child outcomes

We need to let our legislators know that we whole heartedly support this act as it promotes and
supports QUALITY early childhood programs! You can read more about this legislation and
NAEYCOs press r elwwa.saeyc.orceagdaclicklan thg Public Pobcy section.

Below are some websites you may want to visit to keep up-to-date on issues regarding families
and early care and education.

www.nieer.org i The national Institute for
Early Learning Research

www.nwlc.orgi The Nati onal Womenos

www.pre-know.org i PRE-K now

www.pinellaseca.org i Pinellas Early Childhood Association

Coming soon i Pinellas Advocates for Children and Families will be launching a web site soon!


http://capwiz.com/zerotothree/utr/1/HGYLKWRNCT/DYOFKWRRGC/3658695281
http://www.naeyc.org/
http://www.nwlc.org/
http://www.preknow.org/
http://www.pinellaseca.org/
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Letter from the President

| hope all of our readers are having a wonderful summer and fall is looking good
for you as well. | am very excited about the ECA conference in Orlando this year.
It has a wonderful impact on our industry. The teachers receive their in-service
hours and/ or CEUOGs which are free for
back with a sense of comradeship and rejuvenation; ready to apply what they
have learned at the conference. | encourage you to give your staff the benefit of
this wonderful opportunity. With the economy being difficult | wanted to share with
you some strategies we have used so that all of our staff can go to the
conference. We have asked for donations from our parents to help pay for their
childdéds teacher to go. | f your school
$20.00 per child, not too much to pay for something that is going to benefit your
child. We also did fundraisers and raised Y2 the fees we needed. So that lowered
the cost to $10.00 per student. Most parents can afford this or if you start soon
enough you can raise the funds to cover the entire fee. | look forward to seeing
you and your staff at the upcoming Pinellas ECA events as well as in Orlando!

Judi Bruckner

Attention Centers! Raffle Basket Contest

~ Would you like to donate a raffle basket for the
Curriculum Fair on September 3rd?

~ If your basket is chosen as the best, you will
receive a $50.00 gift certificate for
Tampa Bay Rays
tickets or merchandise.

~ Call Sue Samuel by August 25th
@ 7876721 or 510-8874 after 3:00
if your center will be participating in this contest.

Back 2 School Deals!

During the month of August, Bellavaro is discounting our
childcare website packages. Now is the time to advertise for
your fall enrollment. Call today for a FREE estimate.

Website Packages starting at
$250

Edit your own website for

= $19.95/month
Join the Pinellas Early Childhood Association by | | -|- d |
Emailing ~ krakue3@yahoo.com O S O O < 16/36//([[)[//'{}
When calling refer to this ad and get Beauifil Work
Or a $40.00 credit toward our website Clearwater, FL 33758 .
design services. info@bellavaro.com .
visit our Web Site at ~ http://www.pinellaseca.org/join 800.518.9822 vbelavaro.com
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